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More arrests expected
in Levesque murder

By Margaret A. Charig

STANDARD-TIMES STAFF WRITER

District Attorney Ronald A. Pina
said last night he expects additional
arrests in connection with the
murder of Doreen Levesque,

William E. Smith, 39, of Newport,
R.I, was charged Friday with the
murder, and Pina says he will seek a
grand jury indictment Tuesday.

“'I anticipate there will be more
{arrests),” he said last night. But
the Bristol County prosecitor would
not commit himself to how many or
when.

Linking together the deaths of
three area women, Pina said, “With
the nature of the cases we've had,
it's possible it would be better not to
proceed with further indictments
until those cases are resolved.’”’

He was referring to the murders
of 20-year-old Karen A. Marsden and
19-year-old Barbara Raposa, both of
Fall River, and 17-year-old Miss
Levesque, a New Bedford woman
who frequented ““the same areas of
Fall River.”

Other victims
Following the discovery of the

- three women's bodies and the dis-

closure of some sort of cult
operating in the Westport-
Freetown-Fall River area, there
were rumors that bodies of other

murder victims might be buried in

various places.

“That aspect of the investigation
has not stopped vet,” Pina said. But
he indicated his staff and state ang
Fall River poljce have “‘put all the
Pieces together’ on the three known
murder victims,

“I think I know what happened
now in the deaths of a]1 three girls,”
he said. However, “It's a decision
I've made that we’]] just try to take
one situation at a time,” he added.

Pina noted that one common link
among the. three cases is Robin

Marie Murphy, an 18-year-old Fall
River woman who knew all three
women. Miss Murphy pleaded guilty
last month to second-degree murder
in the death of Miss Marsden in ex-
change for her testimony against
two co-defendants.

She also testified against Andre 0.
Maltais, who was tried. and con-
victed of first-degree murder in the
death of Miss Raposa. During that
trial, Miss Murphy also indicated
that she was present the night Miss
Levesque died.

All 3 beaten

All three murder victims alleged-
ly died after being beaten with
rocks. The hands of Miss Raposa
and Miss Levesque were tied in
front of their bodies when they were
found.

Pina ventured that the trials of
Carl Drew and Carl Davis, the two
Fall River co-defendants charged
with murdering Miss Marsden will
“put the pieces together.'’ He said
his problem with the allied cases at
this time is a matter of legal
logistics and getting the evidence
out at the right time in the right
order.

Drew's trial is slated to begin
March 3 in Fitchburg, where it was
scheduled to ensure a jury free from
prejudice by evidence in the Maltais
case.

Pina said evidence from one trial
that might affect the other isa “‘ma-
jor concern’ to his assistant
prosecutors. He said, ‘“‘You may

find interlocking circumstances . R

in the evidence.” .

Pina still is reluctant to talk about
details of the cases or to pinpoint
other similarities. “To discuss the
Levesque case may put out informa-
tion that would affect the Karen
Marsden case,” he said. ‘‘There is
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evidence that has got to come inin

the Marsden case that . . . may be
involved in the Levesque case.”
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Has. Robin Murphy, 19, recanted
grand . jury teéstimony that led to
indictment: of Willilam E. Smith, 38,
Newport, for’the murder of a 17-

o }&% vy g

year-old Doréén.,Levesqu€, of New
Bedford? . . . )

. Trial-is scheduled to start Monday
in New Bedford.

Atty. William I.. Long Jr,, who is
Smith’s counsel, $ays Murphy has
changed her story. Dist. + Atty.
Ronald ‘Pina says she ‘hasn't.

Judge Chris Byron will .try to
resolve the credibility issue today at
a Superior Court hearing .in. New
Bedford. - .

Smifth is accused in the beating
death of Levesque. Her body was
found.on: Oct. 13,.1979, "under the
bleachers at Diman-Regional Voca-

-tional Technical High School. ,
Long said late Tuesday.he'd been

advised by the district attorney’s
office fo be at New Bedford'Superior
Court by 2 p.m. today. . )

Murphy is to fake the witness
stand under a court order. She is
serving a life sentence at the Wom-
en’s Reformatory, Framingham.
She pleaded guilty to second-degree
murder in the February,.1980 death
of Miss Karen Marsden, of Fall
River.
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WILNEss is an issue
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. Muitphy répertedly willbe drdoted

byy' the'eoutt toddy! o, uiderget a,
" polygraph test fo'clédr up her statiis-
X . i

in the case, .

Léng. confirmed thiat, he:wag made:
aware “‘through, a’ membef of..the’

D.A's staff" that Murphy had Te-
canted statemenits she.made before
a grand jury, linking: Smith to the
Levesque murder. Murphy-had been
granted Immunity by the Massachu-
seits . Supreme Judicial. Court,
Pina said he -has o pérsonal
knotwledge that Murphy has changed

her story. He characterized. the re- . |

cantation story as a “‘rumor that had
heen floating around the courthouse
for weeks.”

Pina said he had not talked to
Murphy but will do so {oday. He
conceded that she could have had
some contact with people who once
served on his staff,

Pina also disclosed that as part’

of the preparation for the trial next

week, State Trooper Daniel Lowney

has gone {o the West Coast to pick
up a witness now residing in Liv-
ingstone, Calif. Pina.identified her

agir*Cookie” - Powers. .

“iLongsls still’ trying fo get Smith

reledsed from the colnty jail, 'where
. .+ {Continued on Page 6)'

Willlam  Smith

A o
he has been held since his Superior
Court arraignment in mid-Mareh.

Long said, "My client has some
rights. Certainly releasing him on
personal bail doesn't cure'incarcera-
tion. That’s not cured by release."

Murphy was the state’s star wit-
ness againgt two separate defen-
dants in other murder cases, She
testifled against Andre O. Maltais,
#, of Fall River, who was convicted
for first-degree murder in the beat-
ing death of his girl f{riend, Miss

" Barbara Ann Raposa, 19, also of Fall
River. Raposa's body was found in
a wooded area off Jefferson Street,
in January, 1980




High Court to rule on Miss Murphy’s

Immunity status in S

William E. Smith, 30, of
Newport, accused in the
1979 slaying of New Bed-
ford prostitute, Doreen
Levesque, 17, won't go to
trial until the state Su-
preme Jydicial Court

. rules whether the prose-

cytion’s key withess,' Rob-
in Myrphy, was improper-
ly granted immunity.

The full bench of the
SJC will conduct a3 liegr-
ing Feh. 2 on 3 defense
motion to revoke 'the im-
munity granted earlier by
a single justice of that
same court, to Miss
Murphy.

Smith's defense lawyer,
William F. Long Jr., of
Fall River, describes his

with trial Jyudge William
K. Mone ang defense law-
yer Long to bring the
judge up to date on the
Smith case.

During that ‘discussion,
Muylford said, he apprised
Judge Mone that lag last
Thursday the SJC notified
the district attorney's of-
fice that it will hear argu-
ments on Miss-Murpliy's
immunity pext month.

Up until”’that notifica-
tion, the state had
planned to file its own
brief in the case, argying
that the status of Miss
Murphy's immuynity
would be ‘'moot" in that
Smith woyld already have
gone 'to trial before the

bid to have the SJC re-i SJC

voke Miss Murphy's im-
munity as, “‘an attempt to
free up the witness rom
an iron mask."

Next month's SJC heay-
Ing means that Smith's
trial originally scheduled
o start March 1 in New
Bedford Superior Court,
will be put off until some.
time after Mareh 15.

Assistant district at-
torney Ralph {Chip)
Mulford saiq today that a
meeting was held Monday

JC  chlld” ansiwer® the
question of propriety.

The prosecytion now
has 10-days in which to
file its own answer to the
defense motion to revoke
Miss Murphy's immunity,
to be heard by the SJC
next month,.

In a related matter, 5
hearing schedyled for to-
day in New Redford Supe-
rior Court on a defense
motion to suppress Miss
Murphy's idéntification of
Smith  from 15 police

photographs shown her in
Suffolk  Superior Court,
was cancelled.

The Fep. 2 8JC hearing
marks the third time that
the question of Migs
Murphy's immunity sta-
tus will have been argyed.

Twice before the prose-
cution, arguing before
single- jystices of that
court, won their battle Lo
keep the witness's im-
munity intact.

And, In New Bedford
Superior Court Judge
Chris Byron denied 4 de.
fense motion to hold up
Smith's trial pending an
SJC decision on Miss
Muyrphy's immynity, trig-
gering another ap-
pearance~before a single
Justice of the SJC who
upheld Byron's decision.

The latest struggle over
Miss Myrphy's immnuity
status, is viéwed by pros-
ecutor Mulfard gs a signal
that the SJC “may want
to make some new law in
the area of witness im-

munity.'” R
“It has been coming for
some time,"" Muylford-

said, “'And, ‘this case, of"

course, may be the

perfect opportynity for jt.
The law is clear, at this
point, a defendant, such as
3mith had no standing to
argue that there had been

"Some technical defect, in

the granting of immunity
to a witness. This case
could prove to be the
perfect’ vehicle (o test
that concept.™

Mulford said that
should the SJC ryle that
Miss  Murphy was im-
properly granied irnmyni-
ty, “'could put us (D.A.g
office) back to square
one. We'd have to take
her back before the grand
Jury, have her invoke her
rights, then g0 before the
SJC, ete. Anything coyld
happen, now.™

Defense counsel Lang
contends that Mijss
Murphy's immunity was
improper in that the wit-
ness was never asked
questions  abpout Doreen
Levesque's slaying whep
she appeared before the
grand jury, affer a single
Justice of the SJC had
granted transactional im-
munity in any and ail
future prosecytion.

Following that grand

?

mith murder case

jury appearance, Miss
Murphy testified against
Carl Drew at hisg
Fitchburg Syperior Coyrt
murder trial last Marech
in the murder of Miss
Marsden and testified
aboyt Miss Levesque with
what was proporied to be
4 valid grant of immuynj.
ty. Drew was convicteq of
first-degree murder in the
Marsden case and is serv-
ing 4 life sentence at
Walpole State Prison.
During that Drew trial,
Miss  Muyrphy appeareq
before a Bristol County
grand jury and gave in-
formation whijch led to
murder indictments
against, Smith ang Drew
in ‘fonnection “With-*the
Levesque women 's death.
The court hag already
granteqd Drew 3 Separate
trial from Smith in that
case. He reportedly has
refused an offer by the
state to close the books on
the rmurder indictment

-against him becayse of

the expense of bringing
him to trial again with
virtyally the same wit-
nesses and evidence and
wants to stand trial.
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The Boston Herald, Wednesday. January 5, 1983

By JAMES Q. WELCH

A lie which linked a
40-year-old roofer to a
New Bedford murder
and a satan-worship-
ing cult has cost him
nearly two years De-
bind bars.

And now he may
want the Massachu-
setls Legislature to
reimburse him for his
trouble, his lawyer
told The Herald yes-
terday. .

"He just wants to be
disassociated with the
whole thing, But we
may file 2 bill in the
Legislature” for reim-

kIahit R
Doreen Levesque
bursement for the
time spent behind
bars, lawyer William
F. Long Jr. said of
William E. Smith, of
Newport, R.I.

Smith was released
from New Bedford Su-

A, o
Willlam Smith
after a key prose-
cution witness admit-
ted that she “lied” to a
grand jury and that
she didn't even know
Smith,

That witness, Robin
Marie Murphy, 19,
who is serving 15

s years-to-life for murd

der, had identified
Smith as the Oet, 13,
1979 killer of Doreen
Levesque, a 16-year-
old New Bedford
hooker, Levesque was
bound and brutally
beaten Lo death by a
blunt instrument. Her
body was found under
the bleachers at a New
Bedford vocational
school stadium.
Murphy, a lesbian
and former prostitute
in the same group as
Levesque, is in prison
for the sadistic 1980
killing of hooker Ka-
ren Marsden, who wit-

nessed the Levesque
murder.

Carl Drew, 27, of
Fall River, a pimp and
leader of the cult, also
is serving a life sen-
tence for Marsden's
murder, hased on Mur-
phy's testimony.,

However, Murphy
apparently  feared
being labeled a “rat”
by her fellow Fram-
ingham State Prison
inmales, and recanted
her testimony against
Smith, who had spent
almost two years in
Jjail awaiting trial,

For Smith, Mur-
phy's change in testi-
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Admitted that she “tied” to grand jury.

mony was only reaf-
firmation of what he
had suid all along: *1
knew Doreen Le-
vesyue and Carl Drow
— we used Lo drink to-
gether, But 'l didn't
know Robin Murphy.
was wrongly aceused.”

Smith, who is tooth-
less emerged from
court Monday smiling,

"They asked e three
times il 1 did i1, and |
told them ecach time
‘nol pruiity,” " he said.
Bristol County Dijs-
trict Altorney Ronald
Pina suid nlthough he
didu’'t believe Mur-
phy’s newest story, “it
is Lotally impossibie to
o ahead with the case
because of her eon-
flicting testimony.”

N

perior Court Monday
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